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Thank you, Judge Leman. 

 

On behalf of the thousands of property owners impacted by this project and ALL Texans concerned 

about private property rights and unnecessary taxpayer subsidies, I want to thank the Grimes 

County Commissioners for their courageous efforts to fill the regulatory vacuum created by the 

recent Surface Transportation Board decision. I also want to express my appreciation for Blake 

Beckham and Patrick McShan with The Beckham Group for their work on all the STB filings that 

positively impacted the Board’s decision. 

 

Today marks a significant step towards ensuring this Japanese funded company does not run 

roughshod over this region and toward stopping the harassment of landowners by Texas Central. 

 

Based on the current regulatory landscape…an absence of preemption, from either the Federal or 

State Levels, along with today’s action by Grimes County…we believe this project is stuck in the 

station.  

 

As a result of today’s action, as Judge Leman mentioned, we look forward to working with each 

county, from Ellis to Waller, to pass similar regulations, effectively establishing a base line 

regulatory framework by which this project will be judged.  

 

Although the Texas Legislature could potentially provide Texas Central some relief, it would only 

do so after abandoning the private property rights of not only Texas landowners who stood together 

to protect their land, but ALL Texans.  

 

We know that both Governor Abbott and Lt. Governor Patrick are champions of private property 

rights and wouldn’t tolerate ANY relinquishing of those rights, especially for foreign gain. It is 

clear; any support for this project is an affront to private property rights and endorsement of 

taxpayer subsidies.  

 

Even with these monumental achievements and the unquestionable commitment to private 

property rights of our state leadership, we must remain vigilant, as this fight is not over.  

 

Texas Central…hear me when I say...we, the landowners you are intimidating and harassing, are 

prepared to challenge you at every available juncture, with unparalleled passion and commitment. 

Your cunning and disingenuous business tactics…from the bullying of landowners, to the lengths 

undertaken to hide information from the citizens of this state…will not be tolerated. 

 

To the Japanese Government – Thank you for your interest in Texas, but we prefer you peddle 

your obsolete technology elsewhere. I encourage you to expend your resources in a place where 

private property rights are not held in such high regard. It is true everything is bigger in Texas, 



including our desire to protect our freedom, our property, and our neighbors. Moreover, Texas 

Central continues to tarnish your reputation and damage your creditability. 

 

To our supporters…these inevitable challenges and the upcoming legislative session will be 

crucial. Make no mistake, we must be ready to fight in Austin. Your support is needed more now 

than ever, as we protect our victories and defend our properties. 

 

Again, thank you Judge Leman and Commissioners for your leadership and courage. It is now 

clear this project must be regulated locally, a process that begins today and is a long way from 

complete. In light of this, Texans Against High-Speed Rail calls for Texas Central to stop the 

harassment and intimidation of landowners with frivolous lawsuits, threatening letters, trespassing 

and illegal surveys. 

 

We are honored to stand with the landowners in Texas Central’s sights and those who recognize 

the long term impacts of the inevitable taxpayer subsidy.  

 

Citizens of Grimes County…Stand tall, your local government is leading the charge in protecting 

you and all those impacted by this proposed high-speed rail project. Today’s decision could very 

well derail this project. 

 

We are happy to take questions from reporters at this time. 

 


