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Good afternoon. My name is Ben Leman, and I am Grimes County Judge.  

Today, the Grimes County Commissioners Court exercised its statutory authority to put in place 

regulations requiring a permit to cross county rights of way for any high-speed rail project.  

Recently, Texas Central Partners, who is proposing to construct the Dallas Houston High-Speed 

Rail, filed two petitions with the Surface Transportation Board, attempting to manipulate the 

federal government to claim jurisdiction on the project in an effort to have preemptive federal 

law overrule state and local regulations. 

After hearing both sides of this issue, the result was a strong rejection by the federal government, 

who officially determined they, in fact, do not have jurisdiction.  

Surprisingly, Texas Central now claims that without federal jurisdiction, they do not need ANY 

sort of approval from the State of Texas to use eminent domain or to begin construction.  

It is unfathomable to think any entity, could EVER self-declare they are a railroad, give 

themselves eminent domain authority, and start bullying landowners, using scare tactics and 

issuing legal threats against our citizens…without ANY governmental body granting them this 

authority, approving this project, or regulating this endeavor.   

Believe me, I hear on a daily basis the cries for help from thousands of landowners, who don’t 

know how to respond to Texas Central’s bully tactics…and it is unacceptable that this is 

happening in our great State of Texas.   

Currently, there is no state agency designated by statute to regulate high-speed rail projects. 

Consequently, Texas Central Partners believes they have found a loophole that will allow them 

to proceed UNREGULATED.  

I stand here today to announce Grimes County will NOT let that happen.  

As Grimes County Judge, I am announcing that earlier today in Grimes County Commissioners 

Court, we passed the first piece of county regulation, authorized by the current statutes of the 

State of Texas, for high-speed rail projects.  

Grimes County will require a permit to be approved by Commissioners Court before 

construction can begin on any high-speed rail project where it crosses a county road.  Included in 

this permit, among other regulations, will be a requirement for any high speed rail entity to 

provide sufficient proof that they have been granted the power of eminent domain by the federal 

or state government.   

Without such proof, the permit will be denied AND THAT HIGH SPEED RAIL PROJECT 

WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO COME THROUGH GRIMES COUNTY.  



In short order, I will be reaching out to all of the 8 pass-through counties in the path of this 

project to coordinate our efforts for them to pass similar regulations, as well.  

Make no mistake. Texas Central Partners will continue to work towards constructing their 

project.  I fully expect them to be at the Capitol next state legislative session in full force starting 

in January 2017. They will try to get legislative fixes in order to move this project forward.  And 

I will be there to fight to protect the County’s ability to regulate its roads. 

But I have faith in our state government leaders that they will not take action to weaken the 

strength of our local governments or our ability to regulate county roads. 

I will be happy to take questions after a few words from Kyle Workman, President of Texans 

Against High-Speed Rail. 

 


