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June 1, 2016 
 
 
Derek McDonald    via email derek.mcdonald@bakerbotts.com  
Baker Botts, LLP 
98 San Jacinto Blvd., Suite 1500 
Austin, Texas 78701 
  

Re: Request for February 28, 2013 “High Speed Rail Feasibility Study” 
  

Dear Derek,   
 

On April 18, I sent you a letter requesting an unredacted copy of the February 28, 2013 
“High Speed Rail Feasibility Study” commissioned by the Japan Bank of International 
Cooperation on behalf of your client, Texas Central Railway (“TCR”). You never responded to 
my request.   

 
The day after I sent you my letter, your client filed a Petition for Exemption (“Petition”) 

before the Surface Transportation Board, seeking full exemption from federal railroad regulations. 
On Page 8 of the Petition, TCR claims that its high-speed train “will attract approximately four 
million riders annually by the year 2025.” This public disclosure of TCR’s ridership projections 
constitutes a clear waiver of its prior claim that the projections are trade secret and/or confidential.  
 

Also in its Petition, TCR continues to boast that the project will be a huge economic 
success due to high ridership demand. If this is true, and the Feasibility Study says so, then why is 
TCR hiding it? Could it be the Feasibility Study shows low ridership projections that TCR was 
not satisfied with, so TCR decided to just make up its own projections for purposes of seeking an 
exemption from the Board? Why all the secrecy? And why won’t you respond to my request? 

 
As I stated in my previous letter, time and time again TCR has stressed transparency. Yet, 

TCR continues to behave exactly the opposite, which raises suspicions that TCR knows what any 
critical thinker already knows—that this unnecessary project will be a financial disaster.  

 
I am renewing my request for a complete, unredacted copy of the February 28, 2013 

High Speed Rail Feasibility Study. I intend to forward this request to the thousands of members of 
Texans Against High Speed Rail so they too can see that TCR is continuing to do everything it 
can to hide critical information from Texas citizens and landowners.  

 



 
 

  

Please respond in writing to my request.   		
 

Sincerely,  
 

/s/ Patrick McShan 
  
      Attorney for Texans Against High Speed Rail 
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