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July 1, 2015 

 

Sarah Feinberg, Acting Administrator 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Re: Critical safety concerns with Texas Central Railway (TCR) Dallas to Houston Core Express 

Project (Dallas Houston High-Speed Rail) 

 

Dear Ms. Feinberg, 

In light of the recent tragedy in Japan involving the Shinkansen bullet train, along with other passenger 

rail accidents in the United States, safety concerns have reached a critical level, one requiring clear and 

concise disclosures from the parties involved in this project. It is our understanding that Texas Central 

Railway (TCR) has applied for, or will apply for, a Rule of Particular Applicability (RPA) with the 

Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) to waive all, or part, of the currently applicable passenger rail 

safety standards. Given events where lives have been lost on high-speed and traditional passenger rail, 

both in the U.S. and abroad, it is disconcerting that the FRA would consider waiving any safety standards.  

Instead, the agency should be strengthening these regulations to prevent further loss of life. 

As you may know, page 21 of the recently issued Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Scoping Report 

for the Dallas to Houston HSR project, clearly articulates passenger train security screening is the 

responsibility of the Transportation Security Administration (TSA). This is consistent with our 

understanding of the TSA’s mission and charge.  On many occasions, however, TCR has indicated the 

TSA will not provide security screening on their “railway” and, in fact, has used this assertion in an 

attempt to suppress travel time estimates. This needs to be clarified and described in detail for those who 

may or may not utilize this “railway” and for those whose properties will surround it. 

Another concern that is highlighted by recent tragedies is the likely engagement of local first responders 

in the event of an emergency on the train or the tracks between the two stations.  The need for resources 

in both urban and rural regions must be evaluated and coordinated in concert with all local governments, 

along with applicable state agencies. It is our opinion the FRA is failing to properly coordinate the EIS 

and RPA with individual local and state agencies, which exponentially increases the likelihood of 

inconsistencies with local and regional plans, leaving these agencies without the proper understanding(s), 

abilities, training and resources to exercise their duties. 

The citizens of Texas deserve a priority to be placed on the safety of passengers and property owners. 

Additionally, all local governments and resources should be consulted prior to any determination(s) as to 

the standards that will be modified, updated, and/or replaced during both the EIS and RPA processes. 

 



 
 

 
 

Again, recent tragedies serve as a reminder that passenger rail safety must not be sacrificed for 

convenience or speed.  Further, safety aspects of HSR include not only the system itself, but surrounding 

properties, passengers, local agencies, and the public at large. Failing to consider, and implement, all 

required and available safety measures increases the probability of unnecessary loss of life or property. 

I can be reached at 979.216.5960 to discuss.  Thank you in advance. 

Regards, 

 

 

Kyle Workman 

President | Texans Against High-Speed Rail, Inc. 

 

Cc: Tom Zoeller, National Transportation Safety Board  

Michael Johnsen, Federal Railroad Administration 

Vice Admiral Peter Neffenger, Transportation Security Administration 

General Joe Weber, Texas Department of Transportation 

 Colonel Steven McCraw, Texas Department of Public Safety 

 Robert J. Bodisch, Sr., Texas Department of Public Safety 

 Richard Lawless, Texas Central Partners 

 Robert Eckels, Texas Central Railway 

  

 

 

 

 

 


